CITY OF

REXBURG

America’s Family Community

ORDINANCE NO. 684

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE SYSTEMATIC INSPECTION

OF RENTAL HOUSING; SETTING FORTH THE PURPOSE OF THE
ORDINANCE; ESTABLISHING DEFINITION OF TERMS;
REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS AND MANNER OF
REGISTRATION; TRANSFER REQUIREMENTS; INSPECTION
REQUIRED AND THE FREQUENCIES THEREOF; CERTIFICATION

OF INSPECTION REQUIRED; INSPECTION PROCEDURE; '\
CERTIFICATE AVAILABILITY; CREATING AND ESTABLISHI
HOUSING BOARD OF APPEALS AND THE APPEAL PROCESS;

ESTABLISHING INSPECTION FEES; EXEMPTION OF S
SUBJECT TO INSPECTION OF OTHER GOVERNMENT TS;
VIOLATION OF PROVISIONS OF ORDINANCE DE D A
MISDEMEANOR AND THE PENALTY THEREFOR; AN D{ROVIDING
THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE ORDINANCE. %

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY CO OF THE CITY OF
REXBURG, IDAHO:

This ordinance shall be known and may be cited a@k Systematic Inspection of Rental
Housing Ordinance."

SECTION I: PURPOSE. %

The City of Rexburg recognizes a need for @n organized inspection program of residential
rental units within the City in order to upg rftal units to meet city and state life safety, health,
fire and zoning codes within the City anﬂ%ovide a more efficient system for compelling both
absentee and local landlords to correctyiolations and to maintain, in proper condition, residential
rental property within the City. T @recognizes that the most efficient system to provide for
rental inspections is the creatio rogram requiring the registration of all residential rental units
within the City so that orderly@ection schedules can be made by City Officials.

SECTION II@&ITIONS.
As used in thig ofdinance, the following terms shall have the following meanings, unless the
% that a different meaning is intended:

&mitz A single unit providing complete independent living facilities for one or more

including permanent provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation.

context clearly i
Dw

%oming unit: Any room or group of rooms forming a single habitable unit used or
?\ intended to be used for living and sleeping, but not for cooking or eating purposes.

Dwellings:

1. Single-family dwelling. A building containing one dwelling unit.

2. Two-family dwelling (duplex). A building containing two dwelling units.

3. Multi-family dwelling. A building or portion thereof containing more than two dwelling
units.

4. Boardinghouse, rooming house, lodging house and tourist house. A building arranged
or used for the lodging, with or without meals, for compensation, by individuals who are
not members of the family.

5. Dormitory. A space in a building where sleeping accommodations are provided for more
than one person not members of the same family group, in one room.

6. Hotel. A room or rooms in any building or structure kept, used, maintained, advertised
or held out to the public to be an inn, motel, hotel, apartment hotel, lodging house,
boardinghouse, rooming house, tourist house, dormitory or place, where sleeping,
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rooming, office, conference or exhibition accommodations are furnished for lease or
rent, whether with or without meals.

Person: Any natural individual, firm, partnership, association, joint stock company, joint
venture, public or private corporation, or receiver, executot, trustee, conservator or other
representative appointed by order of any court.

Permanent resident: Any person who occupies or has the right to occupy any room or
rooms in hotel or motel for at least 30 consecutive days.

Premises: A lot, plot or parcel of land including the buildings or structures thereon.

SECTION III: REGISTRATION REQUIREMENTS.

No person shall hereafter occupy, allow to be occupied or let to another person for
occupancy any residential rental property within the City for which a registration statement h%!bt
been properly made and filed with the Building Inspector of the City. Registration shall blR
upon forms furnished by the Building Inspector of the city for such purpose and shalh@ti teally

require the following minimum information: Q~

1. Name, address and phone number of the property owner.

2. Name, address and phone number of the designated local property ager if the property
owner lives outside, the metropolitan area.

3. The street address of the rental property.

4. The number and types of units within the rental property g units or sleeping rooms).

5. The maximum number of occupants permitted for each&g unit or sleeping room.

6. 1

The name, phone number and address of the person zed to make or order made
repairs or services for the property, if in violation ity or state codes, if the person is
different than the owner or local manager.

SECTION IV: MANNER OF REGIST:
The registration must be made on or after January 2 1989, by the property owner or
designated local property manager in the o% fthe Building Inspector of the City.

SECTION V: TRANSFER /\OPERTY

Every new owner of renta @tty (whether as fee owner or contract purchaser) shall be
required to furnish to the Buildi ector the new ownet's name, address and phone number and
the name, address and phone er of the owner's designated local manager before taking
possession of the rental prgperty. No registration fee shall be required of the new owner during the
year in which possessio%(e place provided that the previous owner has paid all registration fees
and has complied wj equirements of this ordinance and any notices from the City concerning
violations of hea ing, fire or safety codes of the City. If any change in the type of occupancy
as originally r Qld is contemplated by the new owner, a new registration statement will be
required.

TION VI: INSPECTION REQUIRED.
11 multi-family dwellings, boarding houses, rooming houses, lodging houses, tourist houses,
?‘ hotels that rent to permanent residents and dormitories shall be inspected for compliance
with this ordinance and all other applicable laws prior to being issued a certificate of
inspection.
2. 'The provisions of this section shall not apply to:

a. Dwellings, buildings, structures and used owned and operated by any governmental
agency;

Dwellings, buildings, structures and uses licensed and inspected by the state;

c.  Where a nonresidential business or activity, or a state licensed and inspected use
occupies a portion of a building and premises which would be otherwise subject to
this ordinance, the provisions of this ordinance shall be applicable to the residential
and common or public areas of such building and premises.

SECTION VII: FREQUENCY OF INSPECTIONS.
All rental dwellings subject to this section shall be inspected at any time at the discretion of
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the city.

SECTION VIII: INSPECTION CERTIFICATE REQUIRED.
No person shall rent, let or let for occupancy any dwelling subject to this division without
having a valid, current certificate of inspection for that dwelling.

SECTION IX: INSPECTION PROCEDURE.

1. If, upon completion of the inspection, the premises are found to be in compliance with all
applicable city codes and ordinances and the appropriate fee has been paid, the city shall
issue a certificate of inspection for the premises.

2. If, upon completion of any inspection, the premises are found in violation of one or more
provisions of applicable city codes and ordinances, the city shall provide written notice of
such violation and shall set a re-inspection date before which such violation shall be
corrected. If such violation has been corrected within that period, the city shall issue a
certificate of inspection for the premises. If such violations have not been corrected %ﬁs
that period, the city shall not issue the certificate of inspection and may take any ao&
necessary to enforce compliance with applicable city codes and ordinances. If
uncorrected violations do not pose an immediate threat to the health, safety, @élfare of
the occupants, the City Building Inspector may authorize the occupancy &remises for

a period not to exceed 90 days.

SECTION X: REQUEST FOR INSPECTION. %
The owner or any person occupying any dwelling subject to th@gro¥isions of this ordinance
may request inspections of said dwelling at any time. %

SECTION XI: CERTIFICATE EXPIRATION. Y\/
The certificates of inspection issued pursuant to t@ inance shall expire when the defined
t

use according to this statute changes or when deficien Q ound to exist at the time of any
subsequent inspection. Q

SECTION XII: CERTIFICATE TRANSPERABILITY.

A certificate of inspection issued p t"to this division shall be transferable to succeeding
owners; provided that within five days %ansfer, the transferor shall provide written notice of
said transfer to the city building inspgetor Or the city building inspector's designee. Such notice shall
contain the name and address of t eeding owners. The failure to provide such notice may
result in the suspension or rev Qﬂbf the certificate of inspection.

SECTION XIIL..CERTIFICATE AVAILABILITY.
Upon the requ%f an existing or prospective tenant, the owner or the owner's agent shall

produce the cerdﬁc@o spection.

IV: HOUSING BOARD OF APPEALS.

eated and established a Housing Board of Appeals to act as a reviewing body in
connectj the rental registration and rental unit inspection program under this ordinance. This
ct as a body to review disputes arising between the City and the owner of the rental
egistered and inspected pursuant to this ordinance. This board further shall regularly

and make such recommendations as the board deems reasonable and necessary to the City
Council as to the schedule of fees required under this program. The board shall consist of five
individuals as follows:

a.A landlord.

b. A tenant.

c.A homeowner.

d. A contractor.

e.A professional property manager.

The City will appoint as a nonvoting member of the Housing Board of Appeals a
representative from the Building Department. Mayor, with Council approval, shall appoint the
members of the Housing Board of Appeals.



SECTION XV: APPEAL PROCESS.

Any property owner aggrieved by any action taken by the City in regard to the rental
registration and rental unit inspection program under this ordinance may request a review by or may
make an appeal to the Housing Board of Appeals as to the action of the City. Upon receipt of the
request or appeal, the Housing Board of Appeals shall hear and consider the matter. An appeal
must be taken within ten days from the City's action and shall be in writing addressed to the
Housing Board of Appeals of the City. The property owner shall have the right to appear and to be
represented by counsel. The Housing Board of Appeals, after due and proper hearing, shall issue its
order of decision and the decision may be appealed in the manner provided by law.

SECTION XVI: FEES.

1. A minimum fee of $30.00 plus $30.00 per hour for any time exceeding one hour will be
charged for each inspection. The inspection fee will be paid by the property owner if
deficiencies are found to exist. If no deficiencies are found to exist, then the person
requesting the inspection shall be responsible for payment of the inspection fee. \

2. The units enumerated above shall include units used or occupied by the owners owthe
owner's representative.

3. For purposes of this section the term "unit" shall mean either dwelling unit Q@hing unit.

SECTION XVII: EXEMPTIONS. O

This ordinance shall not apply to hospital units, nursing units or retisemnent home units
located within the City, which are subject to inspection by other govern 1 agencies.

SECTION XVIII: NUISANCE, INJUNCTION. Q

Any violation of this ordinance is hereby declared to be @ migdemeanor. In addition to any

other relief provided by this ordinance, the city attorney ma o a court of competent
jurisdiction for an injunction to prohibit the continuation €fany violation of this ordinance. Such
application for relief may include seeking a temporary Qm ng order, temporary injunction and
permanent injunction. Q

SECTION XIX: SEVERABILITY. E

The provisions of this ordinance ar s&@rﬁ‘ble. If any provision of this ordinance or the
application thereof to any person or cir ce is held invalid, such invalidity shall not affect
other provisions or applications of this,ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid
provisions or application. b

SECTION XX: PE

Any person, firm @gicorporation violating any provision of this ordinance shall be fined not
less than $50.00 nor m an $300.00 for each offense, and a separate offense shall be deemed
committed on each 1ng or on which a violation occurs or continues.

SEC I: This ordinance shall be come effective upon its passage, approval and
publication.

PASS THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR this 21st day of

DEC r, 1988.

John C. Porter, Mayor

ORDINANCE 761: PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR,
this 7th day of September, 1994.

Nile L. Boyle, Mayor
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