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ORDINANCE NO. 72 
 

AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO BAWDY HOUSES AND HOUSES OF 
ILL-FAME, AND DEFINING OFFENSES AGAINST THE PEACE, 
TRANQUILITY AND MORALITY OF INHABITANTS OF THE CITY 
OF REXBURG. 

 
BE IT ORDINANED BY THE MAYOR AND THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF REXBURG, IDAHO: 
 

SECTION I: If any person shall, within the corporate limits of the City of Rexburg, 
or within three miles from the outer boundary thereof, keep a house of ill-fame, bawdy 
house, or other disorderly house, or place resorted to for illicit sexual commerce or 
lewdness, or shall reside in or resort to, for the purpose of lewdness, illicit sexual 
gratification, prostitution or disorderly conduct, or who shall loiter in or around any house 
of ill-fame, bawdy or other disorderly house, or place resorted to for illicit sexual 
gratification, prostitution or lewdness, or used by one or more females for the purpose of 
illicit sexual commerce or lewdness,  or shall let or lease any place or house for any such 
purpose he shall be liable to a fine in any sum not to exceed one hundred dollars, or to 
imprisonment not exceeding one hundred days, or both such fine and imprisonment, at the 
discretion of the court. Every person having charge care or control of any of the houses 
named in this Ordinance shall, for the purpose of prosecution, be deemed the keeper 
thereof.     

 
SECTION II: Whenever any peace officer of the City has reasonable grounds to 

believe that any house or place is kept for the purposes named in section one, it shall be 
lawful for such officer to enter such house or place without warrant, and to arrest all persons 
found therein, and take them before the police justice of the City for trial. 

 
SECTION III: Any person or persons who shall conduct themselves in a noisy, 

boisterous, riotous or disorderly manner, within the corporate limits of the City of Rexburg, 
or shall in any manner commit a breach of the peace, or do anything that shall be offensive 
to the senses or dangerous to the peace of the inhabitants of the City of Rexburg shall be 
deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.      
 

SECTION IV: Any person who shall be in the streets, or alleys, or other public places, 
within the corporate limits of the City of Rexburg, or in view of the public gaze, in a state of 
drunkenness, or shall expose his or her person indecently, or obscenely, or who shall in any such 
public place of said City of Rexburg, in a loud, angry, or threatening manner, use any vulgar, 
obscene, or profane language of an insulting character, tending in any way to injure, or harm, or 
offend the senses of any person or persons, or whereby the peace and quiet of the inhabitants of 
said City of Rexburg may be disturbed, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor.   

 
SECTION V: Any person who shall sell, circulate, or exhibit any obscene print, picture or 

figure, or any obscene literature, or shall utter or speak or write any obscene or lewd language, or 
sing any vulgar or lewd song, within the limits of the City of Rexburg, shall be liable to a fine in any 
sum less than one hundred dollars or to imprisonment in the City jail for any period less than one 
hundred days, or both such fine and imprisonment for each offense.  

 
SECTION VI: No person shall, either directly or indirectly, whether by look, word, sign or 

deed, practice begging or mendicancy within the limits of the City, or on any of the streets, 
highways, thoroughfares or public places thereof, or in view of the public gaze ; nor shall any person 
who is diseased, maimed, mutilated or in any way deformed so as to be an unsightly or disgusting 
object or an improper person to be allowed in or on the street, highways, thoroughfares, or public 
places in the City, or in view of the public gaze, therein or thereon expose himself to public view. 
Any person violating any provision of this section shall be liable to a fine of not more than ten 
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dollars, or to imprisonment not more than thirty days or both fine and imprisonment.   
 
SECTION VII: Persons within the limits of the City, who have the physical ability to work, 

not having visible means of support, living idly, or who are found loitering about the streets and 
public places, or lodging in the night time upon the premises of others and not giving a satisfactory 
account of themselves, and all common drunkards shall be deemed vagrants, and on conviction shall 
be liable for each offense to a fine in any sum less than one hundred dollars or to imprisonment. 

 
SECTION VIII: It shall be the duty of the Police Justice of said City, having personal 

knowledge, or on complaint being made under oath that any person within the limits of the City is a 
vagrant of any one of the classes designated in the last preceding section, to cause such person to be 
brought before him, and if, upon examination, such person be found guilty of vagrancy, he or she 
for each offense, shall be liable to a fine in any sum less than one hundred dollars, or to 
imprisonment in the city jail for any period less than one hundred days, or to both such fine and 
imprisonment, and may be required to give bonds with good and sufficient sureties in a penal sum 
of not more than five hundred dollars, conditioned that the said defendant will, for the space of six 
months next ensuing the execution of said bond, be of good behavior, and in default thereof he may 
be committed to the City prison until such security is given, not exceeding ninety days. 

 
Whereas an emergency existing, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 

its passage and approval. 
 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR this 7th day of 
September, 1903.  
 
 
 

____________________________ 
Henry Flamm, Mayor 

(((SSSEEEAAALLL)))    
 
ATTEST: 
 
___________________________ 
A. M. Carbine, City Clerk 
 
STATE OF IDAHO) 
                                 )ss. 

 County of Madison   ) 
  
 I, A. M. Carbine, City Clerk of the city of Rexburg, Idaho, do hereby certify:  That the above 
and foregoing is a full, true and correct copy of the Ordinance Entitled: 

 
AN ORDINANCE RELATING TO BAWDY HOUSES AND HOUSES OF ILL-
FAME, AND DEFINING OFFENSES AGAINST THE PEACE, TRANQUILITY 
AND MORALITY OF INHABITANTS OF THE CITY OF REXBURG. 
 
 
PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AND APPROVED BY THE MAYOR this 7th day of 
September, 1903. 
 
_______________________________ 
A. M. Carbine, City Clerk 
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