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 January 06, 2016 
 
 
Mayor Jerry Merrill 
Council Members:     
President Sally Smith Jordan Busby 
Donna Benfield Tisha Flora  
Christopher Mann Brad Wolfe      City Staff: 
 Stephen Zollinger – City Attorney  
 Matt Nielson – Finance Officer 
 Blair D. Kay – City Clerk 
  John Millar – Public Works Director 
 Val Christensen – Community Development Director 
 Scott Johnson – Economic Development Director    

 

 

6:00 P.M. Work Meeting with City Council to discuss Goals, Community Survey, and the  

Vision of City Council for 2016.  

 

Mayor Elect Jerry Merrill reviewed the Community and Staff input from a survey in 

December, 2015. The following list was compiled in summary form for the discussion. The 

City Council was asked to review the list for a future discussion.  

 
2016 Mayor’s Survey 

Short Term “Quick Wins” 
Citizen Goals 
Rexburg Citizen: 

 Put info in the Standard Journal 

 Plow Grand Loop more often 

Dawn & David Pulsipher: 

 Better Snow Removal 

 Snow plows out during the day before the grit trucks 

Sian Bessey: 

 Something significant be done to change the way snow removal is done in the city 

Lisa McLaughlin: 

 Hopes the city can plow Eagle Ct (They weren’t plowed during or after a snow storm) 

Rachel Davis: 

 More traffic lights needed: 7ths & University, 7th S & S 5th W 

 Repair the roads that need it 

 S 5th W to help slow down traffic due to Messa Falls, put dips in the road 

City Council 
Council Member Chris Mann: 

 Support our new Mayor and show a united Government 

 Lighting fund and Center Street 

 Better snow removal and funding for snow removal 

Council Member Donna Benfield: 

 A Mayor report every meeting-up dating what has been done or happening @ city hall since last meeting 

 A report from each department head at least 1 per month 

 When are we going to fix the yellow blinking lights! 
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City Departments 
Community Development: 

 Hold Planning/Zoning & City Council work meetings on a regular basis 

 Additional focus on Customer Service. Seek training materials for staff. 

 Implement “One week turn-around” for permitting 

GIS: 

 GIS-Complete parcel viewer training 

 GIS-Hire Asset Management Position 

 City-Adopt a Downtown Redevelopment Vision 

Engineering: 

 Water/wastewater system upgrades 

 Roundabout flooding 

 Pre thought out press releases for water issues 

 Project updates on website 

Finance: 

 Enhance reporting and services provided online and on our web page 

 Better working relationship with the School District-3 projects: develop a plan for the Junior High that incorporates commercial and 

mixed green space, starting baseball quad, & finalizing site for well and buildings on HS property 

 Hire 1 or 2 PT finance staff and train 

 Implement Work Flow Process-Public Gathering Permit, BL, Onboarding/Access for HR 

Customer Services: 

 Upgrade software/supplies to improve production 

 Continue support for Mayor and staff 

Police: 

 Active Shooter- Quick access safes, blue prints, campus familiarization, continuous training with campus security and school 

officials 

 Create Evidence Storage/ Training facilities in new RPD storage building with FATS system room 

 Increase Officer physical and mental fitness thru mandatory fitness and health training 

 Create more comprehensive “Employee Evaluation”, Job specific, increased performance/professionalism 

TCS: 

 Standardization in training, experience, consumables, and replacements part inventories.  

Public Works: 

 Acquire land for the new well and related on the west side of US-20 

 Clean up interchange ramps a south and Main St exits 

 Finish landscaping of the area along the south side of municipal golf course 

 Complete necessary facilities to pump water from the river into Walters pond 

 Better lighting in some areas of the city 

 Complete hand railing on the south stairs of Tabernacle   

Economic Development: 

 Re-sign Parks (signs are faded) 

 Way finding and parking signs  

 Community outreach meetings/dinner with mayor 

 Relations with school district and Sugar City 

 
Medium Term Goals 
Citizen Goals 
Rexburg Citizen: 

 2nd Road over River to go north 

 Advertise Events 

Dawn & David Pulsipher: 

 Clear roads when it snows before the snow turns to ice 

Randall Porter: 

 Adherence/enforcement of the Lighting Standards as presented in the Ordinance (regarding a specific light) 
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Rachel Davis: 

 Rec Center- with an exercise area, indoor pool, basketball court by Rexburg Rapids 

 Provide free green waste disposal 

 Move mailboxes to same side of the street the residents live on, like on 5th w, it is dangerous to cross  

Council Members 
Council Member Chris Mann: 

 Downtown tree project 

 Budget process review 

 More playground equipment in parks 

Council Member Donna Benfield: 

 A report on the “Plan” short/med/long range for all departments at least twice a year to show what progress has been made Ex: 

several “plans” for pks & rec 1 soccer, 2 baseball, 3 races, 4 ect. 

City Departments 
Community Development: 

 Finish Zoning task force “Regulatory Barrier” study 

 Finish Center Street Project 

 Create “Front Desk” position for permitting 

GIS: 

 GIS-Complete Parcel Control Network project 

 GIS-Move all Imagery to internal servers 

 GIS-Develop and adopt an Asset Management Policy 

 City-Finalize Center St. Streetscape plan 

 City-Work out an agreement with the school district on redevelopment of old Jr High 

Engineering: 

 Access Management Plan 

 Street widths (existing large or small) 

 Standardizing street lights (LED) 

 Water recharge set up 

Finance: 

 Improve Recreation programs 

 Complete projects before new projects are started 

 Complete full study of management/contract options for Golf Course 

 Use work Flow and create a new payment approval process for department heads and city council 

Customer Service: 

 Hire Deputy City Clerk 

 Mass text for garbage pickup changes or other important notices 

 Continue cross training to support other departments  

Police: 

 Train all BYU-I & local school employees on “Active Shooter” and “Critical Incidents” responses 

 All Officers passing PT test yearly with sustained personal fitness habits 

 Officer Communication Courses “Don’t be the cause of the issue” 

 Increased  “Critical Thinking/Decision Making Skills’ –Shoot Don’t Shoot scenario training (F.A.T.S.) 

TCS: 

 Technical Oversight, we would like to oversee the purchasing of technical devices 

Public Works: 

 Finish the replacement of the trees on Main St. so there is uniformity to what is there. 

 Complete a project along Center St. from Main to 1st South to make this more inviting. 

 Acquire the draw above Hidden Valley subdivision and develop storm drainage basins and eventually a pathway and natural park 
setting to protect the area. 

 Complete the replacement of the Tabernacle windows. 

 Repair or replace the ADA lift in the Tabernacle. 

 Change the irrigation system for the community fields from culinary water to surface water. 

 Better street lighting on north 2nd east. 

Economic Development: 

 Center Street 
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 S.T.E.M. Programs and center 

 Envision Madison 

 Relations with School District & Sugar City 

 Redo comprehensive plan 

 Standardize branding of City 

Long Term Goals 
Citizen Goals 
Rexburg Citizen: 

 Indoor Swimming Pool 

Dawn & David Pulsipher: 

 Purchase snow plows to replace the graders 

Rachel Davis: 

 Move the airport and make it bigger 

 Turn the old airport into a rec area: ie Noise park, go cart area, drag strip… 

 Better shopping options 

Council Members 
Council Member Chris Mann: 

 Grant writer for the city 

 Exit 20 improvements, both beauty and function 

 Romance Theater, finish it! 

City Departments 
Community Development: 

 Redo the City of Rexburg Comprehensive Plan 

 Create Park Plan 

 Create Parking Plan for Downtown. Include potential parking garage locations 

GIS : 

 GIS-Rebuilt our parcel maintenance database and workflow 

 GIS-Implement and effective Asset Management Program 

 City-Redevelop old Jr. High property in a way that sets precedence for redevelopment of the rest of downtown 

 City-Construct a Center St. Streetscape project 

Engineering: 

 Airport Relocation 

 Storm water funding 

 Irrigation of parks with canal water 

 Bike and pedestrian pathways throughout city 

Finance: 

 Complete bridge crossing over the river 

 Research Out and select a new finance software package if necessary 

Customer Service: 

 Instant Messenger 

 As the city grows, install gates at front desk  

 Install a drinking fountain by restrooms 

Police: 

 Safe School Campuses 

 Safer Community for citizens to live, work, and play 

 Greater Officer Safety and Health 

 Increased Department Professionalism and Abilities  

TCS: 

 Update and finalize the Acceptable Use Policy (AUP) 

Public Works: 

 Stay ahead of the growth with water and wastewater capacities 

 Develop a new north-south access across the river and through the city. 

 Work with ITD to increase the capacities of the South and Main St. interchanges. 

 Continue two acquire and develop pathways along the river both up-stream and down-stream. 
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 Improve the condition of the existing parking lots behind Porter’s and the one on south Center St. 

 Work towards the continual acquisition of rights-of-way for the east belt-way street project. 

 Complete a total reconstruction of the curb, gutter, sidewalk, lighting, etc. on Main St. 
 
Economic Development: 
 

 Enhance entrances and exits 

 Review and combine all recent studies 

 Envision Madison 

 Relations with School District and Sugar City 

 Technology Park at current airport 

 Redevelop Jr High 

7:00 P.M. City Hall – Pledge to the Flag 

Brent Waldron led the pledge. 

 Sharon Marlor said the prayer. 

 

 Roll Call of Council Members:  

Attending: Council President Smith, Council Member Benfield, Council Member Merrill, 

Council Member Mann, Council Member Wolfe, Council Member Busby and Mayor 

Woodland. 

 

Consent Calendar:  The consent calendar includes items which require formal City Council  

Action; however they are typically routine or not of great controversy. Individual Council 

members may ask that any specific item be removed from the consent calendar for 

discussion in greater detail.  Explanatory information is included in the City Council’s agenda 

packet regarding these items. 

 
A. Minutes from December 16, 2015 meeting 
B. Approve the City of Rexburg Bills 

 
Council Member Smith moved to approve the Consent Calendar and pay the bills; Council 
Member Wolfe seconded the motion; Mayor Woodland asked for a vote: 
 

  Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

  Council President Smith  None 

  Council Member Merrill 

  Council Member Mann 

  Council Member Busby 

  Council Member Wolfe 

 Council Member Benfield 

The motion carried 

 

*** Ceremony to seat the newly elected city officials: (Certificates of Election) – City Clerk 

A. Oath of Office: 
1. Swear in Jerry Merrill as Mayor. 

 

City Clerk Blair Kay recited the Oath of Office with the respective newly elected officials 

repeating the Oath. Each Official was presented a “Certificate of Election” and the “Oath of 

Office” document. 

file://///eng-fs/DocumentView.aspx%3fDID=892
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Mayor Merrill presented the “Key to the City” to Mayor Woodland and Mayor Woodland 

presented the keys to his office to Mayor Merrill.  Mayor Merrill then took his place in the 

Mayor’s seat and Mayor Woodland left the dais. 

 

2. Swear in Sally Smith,  Jordan Busby and Tisha Flora as City Council Members by City 
Clerk Blair D. Kay. 
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The newly sworn in Council Members took their seat on the dais. 

 

Mayor Merrill thanked City Clerk Blair Kay and then had Council Member Tisha Flora 

introduce herself and her family. 

   

Mayor Merrill thanked his family for their support and introduced them.   

 

1. Election of City Council President 

 

Mayor Merrill thanked Council President Smith for serving as president for the past two 

years.  He acknowledged all the work that the council president does.  He then asked for 

nominations for the next council president.  

 

Council Member Benfield nominated Council Member Sally Smith and said she has done 

a fantastic job. 

 

There were no other nominations. 

 

Council Member Benfield moved to approve Council Member Sally Smith as the City 
Council President; Council Member Busby seconded the motion; Mayor Merrill asked for a 
vote: 
 

  Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

  Council Member Smith  None 

  Council Member Benfield 
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  Council Member Flora 

  Council Member Mann 

  Council Member Busby 

  Council Member Wolfe 

 

The motion carried 

 

Public Comment on non-controversial issues: not scheduled on the agenda (limit 3 minutes): 

 

Presentation:  
 

Committee Liaison Assignments for 2015:  

A.  Council Member Christopher Mann: Golf Board · Emergency Services Board · MYAB 

 

Council Member Mann reported his committees have not met. 

 

B. Council Member Jordan Busby:  GIS Oversight · Airport Board · Traffic & Safety 
 
Council Member Busby reported that both the Airport Board and Traffic & Safety met 
today.  The Airport Board discussed two items. The first was to make the pilots lounge a 
24/7 operation to make it more welcoming for those flying in at night. David Taylor will 
have more information on that at the next meeting.  Next month they will meet with GDA 
(Graham Dietz & Associates) to talk about sight locations for possible relocation of the 
airport.  Traffic & Safety discussed teaming up with BYU-I, The Standard Journal and local 
media to raise awareness about how to use the round-about, hawk light awareness and basic 
winter driving skills. They are hoping to come up with a DVD presentation that will be 
mandatory for all college professors to show at the beginning of each trimester.  It could 
also be shown at the high school and made accessible on a website for everyone. 
 
C. Council Member Donna Benfield: Police · Trails of Madison County · IBC · Teton Flood 

Museum Committee  
 
Council Member Benfield reported she has not met with any of her committees.  She then 
turned some time over to Officer Wheeler.  Officer Wheeler announced that the Rexburg 
Police Department is putting on a seminar for parents’ tomorrow night at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Romance Theater regarding local trends with drug and alcohol in our community.   
 
Council Member Benfield expressed her appreciation for the Rexburg Police Department 
and how nice they look tonight in full uniform. 
 

 D.  Council Member Smith: Legacy Flight Museum · Rexburg Arts Council (Romance Theatre & 
Tabernacle Civic Center, Orchestra) · M.E.P.I. 

 
Council President Smith reported the Legacy Flight Museum and MEPI have not met.  
MEPI will meet next week.  The Arts Council has come a long way in the last few months.  
Council Member Flora will be the new liaison over the Arts Council.  She thanked Anna 
Bjorn for serving as the Chairman and Jackie Rawlins, the new Cultural Arts Director. She 
appreciates all the hard work they have put into the Arts Council and for getting things 
going again.   
 
Mayor Merrill asked Jackie Rawlins to stand and be noticed.  He introduced her.  She is the 
new Cultural Arts Director/Museum Curator.  He said she is doing a great job. 
 
E.  Council Member Jerry Merrill: School Board · Parks & Recreation · Urban Renewal Agency 
 
Mayor Merrill reported that Council Member Wolfe will be taking his place as liaison to the 
Urban Renewal Board.  Joseph West has been a member on the Urban Renewal Board and 
his term is up.  Typically, they are asked to serve two terms if possible because it provides 
good continuity. Mr. West brings a good balance to the board because he is a community 
member that is not a developer.  It’s good to have a good cross section on the board.  Mayor 
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Merrill asked for a motion to ratify Joseph West to the Urban Renewal Board for another 
term. 
 
Council Member Mann moved to approve the re-appointment of Joseph West to the 
Urban Renewal Board; Council Member Benfield seconded the motion; Mayor Merrill asked 
for a vote: 
 

  Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

  Council Member Smith  None 

  Council Member Benfield 

  Council Member Flora 

  Council Member Mann 

  Council Member Busby 

  Council Member Wolfe 

 

The motion carried 

 
F.  Council Member Brad Wolfe: Planning & Zoning · Beautification Committee 
 
Council Member Wolfe reported Planning & Zoning will meet tomorrow night.  The 
Beautification Committee has been making some plans for Center Street that they will present later.  
The Rural Planning Organization (RPO) met today.  He explained the RPO is comprised of the 
City, the County, Police, Sheriff, Sugar City, Idaho Transportation Department, and BYU-I. They 
discussed the new Thornton interchange.  All the entities of the RPO are working together well. 
They hope to accomplish what is needed to keep people safe.  It’s a good group and good things are 
happening. 
 
Mayor Merrill commented that it is refreshing to see the government entities of the RPO working 
together so well.  It’s a great organization that we have established and we are happy to be a part of 
it. 
 
Mayor’s Report:  
A. Ratify Heidi Christensen and John Bowen as new members to serve on the Planning and Zoning  
Commission; to replace Cory Sorensen and Tisha Flora.  Mayor Merrill said Heidi Christensen has been 
active in some of the concerns on Second East and will bring a good balance to the committee.  John 
Bowen has lived in Rexburg for a long time.  He is retired now but he helped develop a lot of the 
subdivisions on the hill.  He will bring some good experience to the commission.  Mayor Merrill asked for a 
motion to appoint Heidi Christensen and John Bowen to the Planning & Zoning Commission. 
 
Discussion: 
 
Council Member Wolfe moved to ratify Heidi Christensen and John Bowen as new 
members to serve on the Planning and Zoning Commission to replace Cory Sorensen and 
Tisha Flora; Council Member Smith seconded the motion; Mayor Merrill asked for a vote: 
 

  Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

  Council Member Smith  None 

  Council Member Benfield 

  Council Member Flora 

  Council Member Mann 

  Council Member Busby 

  Council Member Wolfe 

 

The motion carried 

 

Public Hearings: - NONE 
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Items for Consideration:  

A. Discuss changing the name of the Teton Flood Museum to the “Museum of Rexburg” - 
Jackie S. Rawlins Cultural Arts Director/Museum Curator 
 

Cultural Arts Director, Jackie Rawlins asked that the name of the Teton Flood Museum be 
changed to Museum of Rexburg.  She said that less than ten percent of the items in the museum are 
about the flood.  The patrons that come are usually surprised that there aren’t more things about the 
flood since it is called the Teton Flood Museum but they do enjoy what they see.  She described the 
items you see when you walk through the museum.  There is a small area of flood display.  She 
shows the flood video to the patrons and has to explain that the jumping will stop in a few minutes.  
She would like to have more interactive displays on the flood like screens where people can spend as 
much time as they want, listening to the story of the flood. Perhaps they could turn the media room 
into a Teton Flood Room and have a table where kids can build their own dam and have the water 
break through it. This name change would allow them to expand more.  
 
Mayor Merrill asked about the name, Rexburg History Museum that showed on his paper. Director 
Rawlins explained that they had considered that name but changed it to Museum of Rexburg 
because they want to have more than just the history of Rexburg.  She wants to be able to continue 
to honor the area of Rexburg like they have but also add exhibits that are changing all the time.  
There is a large storage area that she would like to utilize and perhaps turn into a S.T.E.M. area for 
kids.   
 
Council Member Smith said she has a DVD in good condition of the Teton Flood, if Director 
Rawlins would like to use it in place of the damaged disc. 
  
Arts Director Rawlins showed a poster example of ideas for marketing Rexburg’s downtown area 
called The Venues.  She referred to Idaho Falls and how they bring in special speakers and toddler 
classes, etc. to bring in more patrons and have more variety.  The Venues would be a monthly print 
out of all the events going on at the Tabernacle and the Romance Theater along with the Museum. 
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Council Member Mann said “Hats off” to Arts Director Rawlins.  
 
Council Member Busby also agreed. 

 

 Mayor Merrill asked for a motion to change the name of the Teton Flood Museum to the 

Museum of Rexburg. 

 

 Discussion: 

 

Council Member Busby moved to change the name of the Teton Flood Museum to 
Museum of Rexburg; Council Member Flora seconded the motion; Mayor Merrill asked for 
a vote: 
 

  Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

  Council Member Smith  None 

  Council Member Benfield 

  Council Member Flora 

  Council Member Mann 

  Council Member Busby 

  Council Member Wolfe 

 

The motion carried 

 

Mayor Merrill wanted to recognize Anna Bjorn for her dedication as Chairman of the Arts Council. 
He also recognized Roger Harris for all that he has done over the years in maintaining the Rexburg 
Tabernacle and Romance Theater. 
 
Staff Reports: 
A. Public Works: - John Millar 

1. Award Wastewater Project Bid. He showed the bids that came in.   

Public Works Director Millar reported that six weeks ago the lowest bid came in at $5,325,000.  It 

was determined at that time that they could make some minor changes to lower costs and rebid it.  

Four new bids came in at the end of the year.  The lowest bid was $5,045,173 which is a reduction 

of about $282,000.  The bid was done in a manor to allow for deleting out items if needed.  The 

base bid under number 1 (below) shows the total without the storage building and drying slab. 

Public Works Director Millar recommends awarding the total project with all the elements at the 

$5,045,173 and move ahead with the project. 

 

Council Member Wolfe asked if all the items listed are necessary for the completed project.  Public 

Works Director Millar said there are some elements that could be eliminated but it would affect the 

efficiency and final operation of the system. 

 

Council Member Wolfe asked if the funding we have for this will cover it.  Public Works Director 

Millar said, yes it would, along with the operating funds that we have on hand. 

 

Mayor Merrill asked Public Works Director Millar if he feels comfortable that this will fit within 

the budget.  Public Works Director Millar said, yes.  With the first bid, it would have been tight but 

now that it is nearly $300,000 less, it fits easily within the budget. 

 

Council Member Busby asked if we have a contingency for change orders.  Public Works Director 

Millar said the overall budget is 8 million which includes engineering and the equipment that has 

already been purchased and there is a contingency in that number. 

 

Chief Financial Officer Nielson said the money is there.  There is enough in reserve between the 

capital and the operating expense.  One may have to loan the other but there is no need to borrow. 
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Council Member Busby asked if we are receiving a grant. Public Works Director Millar said that is 

on the water system. 

 

Mayor Merrill asked if the funds come from sewer fees.  Public Works Director Millar said, yes, 

they come from the connection fees and the monthly user fees. 
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 Discussion: 

 

Council Member Busby moved to award the Wastewater Project Bid to DL Beck for the 
amount of $5,045,173.00; Council Member Smith seconded the motion; Mayor Merrill asked 
for a vote: 
 

  Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

  Council Member Smith  None 

  Council Member Benfield 

  Council Member Flora 

  Council Member Mann 

  Council Member Busby 

  Council Member Wolfe 

 

The motion carried 

 

2. Cooperative Agreement (Signal Maintenance) with the Idaho Transportation Department.  

 

Public Works Director Millar explained the state local agreement with Idaho Transportation 

Department for a memorandum of understanding the operation of the traffic signals that are on the 

Highway 33 route.  It involves about 13 signal lights.  If you go back about ten years, we were on 

this system and then due to a shift by ITD, we went to a method that was easier accounting wise in 

that we paid the power and they paid all the maintenance.  They now want to go back to the way the 

existing memorandum of understanding is written in that we proportionately share the cost of the 

signals, both power and operation and maintenance by the number of lanes which are associated 

with each signal.  So when we count those lanes, the percentage comes out as 39 percent of the lanes 

would be the City and 61 percent would be state.  This agreement proposes that the City would pay 

39 percent of the overall operation costs and the state would pay 61 percent.  There is a resolution 

that would need to be approved. 

  

Council Member Busby asked if the state will provide all labor and repairs.  Director Public Works 

Millar said, yes. 

 

Council Member Wolfe asked if that labor is part of what we are paying for. Public Works 

Director Millar said that is correct.  Council Member Wolfe asked about how much 39 percent 

would be compared to before.  Public Works Director Millar said it would be around 5 to 10 percent 

higher. 

 

Chief Financial Officer Neilson said we paid $75,000 last year.   

 

Mayor Merrill asked if that will throw our budget off. Chief Finance Officer Nielson said no, it 

won’t; we pay it out of the safety lighting fund and our budget is $74,000 for next year. 

 

Council Member Busby asked what happens if we need additional signal lights. Public Works 

Director Millar said it would come in under an agreement.  Right now they are looking at upgrading 

the traffic light at 5th West and Main Street.  That may change the ratio if we determine that we want 

to add additional lanes.   

 

Council President Smith asked if this is a standard agreement. Public Works Director Millar said, 

yes, it is. He said Idaho Falls has a little different agreement because they have a traffic signal staff in 

their electrical department.   

 

Mayor Merrill asked about traffic signal timing; does it have anything to do with this.  Public Works 

Director Millar said no, it’s under a different agreement.  The state will pay half and we will pay half 

on the synchronization on Second East. 
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Resolution 2016 – 01 

 WHEREAS, the Idaho Transportation Department, hereafter called the STATE, has submitted an 

Agreement stating obligations of the STATE and the CITY OF REXBURG hereafter called the CITY, for 

maintenance of traffic signals on the State Highway System within the City limits; and 

 WHEREAS, each party is responsible for certain duties and costs for maintenance of the traffic signals; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: 

1. That the Agreement for maintenance of traffic signals on the State Highway System within the City 

limits is hereby approved. 

 

2. That the Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the Agreement on behalf of the 

CITY. 

 

3. That duly certified copies of the Resolution shall be furnished to the Idaho Transportation Department. 

CERTIFICATION 

 I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of a Resolution passed at a regular, duly called meeting of the 

City Council, City of Rexburg, Idaho, held on January 06, 2016. 

   

(SEAL)            

       _______________________________ 

       Blair D. Kay, City Clerk 
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Discussion: 
 
Council Member Busby moved to approve Resolution 2016 – 01 for the Cooperative 
Agreement for Traffic Signal Maintenance with the Idaho Transportation Department; 
Council Member Benfield seconded the motion; Mayor Merrill asked for a vote: 
 

  Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

  Council Member Smith  None 

  Council Member Benfield 

  Council Member Flora 

  Council Member Mann 

  Council Member Busby 

  Council Member Wolfe 

 

The motion carried 

 

Council Member Busby said he appreciated the crews and their hard work with snow removal. 

 

B. Legal Department:  Stephen Zollinger 

 

     Attorney Zollinger said he does not have a report at this time. 

 

C. Finance Department:  Matt Nielson 

1. Introduce Pamela Schiess - New Payroll Clerk.   

 

Chief Financial Officer Nielson reported that Valeea Quigg has been employed by the City for 33 

years and she will be retiring in April so we are in the process of hiring someone to fill the position of 

HR Director. We recently hired a new Payroll Clerk.  Pamela Schiess started in November.  She is a 

great person and a great employee. 
 

D. Community Development:  Val Christensen 

1. Monthly Building Permit Report 

 
Community Development Director Christensen presented the building report for December.  We 

ended up with about 10 million dollars’ worth of valuation. The big one for December is the multifamily 

addition at The Towers.   
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Community Development Director Christensen also showed the year ending report.  Final 

evaluation is just shy of 83 million dollars’ worth of new construction.  Compared to last year it was 71.4 

million. Community Development Director Christensen also stated the police department has stolen his 

permit technician.  Darrik Farmer has accepted a position with the Police Department. He will leave in 

two weeks so we will need to fill that position. Community Development Director Christensen asked 

for approval from City Council to fill the position. 

 

2015 YEAR END TOTALS 

              
 

Council President Smith asked about the non-building permits on the report.  She said for the amount 

of money coming in, is it feasible for us to do the other areas like Rigby and Madison County.  Director 

Christensen said we probably don’t make any money on them but it is more of a convenience.  He said 

we they took over the building permits for the City of Rigby at a time when there were more City 

Community Development employees and less work.  Council President Smith said it seems like there is 

a lot of non-building permits in December. 

 

Council Member Busby commented that there were 53 permits issued in December.  Is that typical?  

Director Christensen said that we are up.  This time of year, it usually slows down but we are picking up. 

 

Council President Smith pointed out if the Permit Technician is just doing mostly non-profitable 

permits; maybe it is something we should look into further. 

 

Mayor Merrill asked Community Development Director Christensen to explain what the Permit 

Technician does.  Director Christensen explained this is the person who takes all the permitting coming 

in and distributes it to the inspectors.  He or she puts together the schedule and collects all the fees but 

also calculates all of the fees associated with each building permit. This person keeps up with impact 

fees and distributes all the plans to the other departments for review.  The Permit Technician makes 

sure the plans get reviewed and put into the system.  He or she works with the general public and gets 

back to them on what’s needed.  The person in this position serves as the point person for all the 

inspectors and the customers. 

   

Council Member Wolfe commented that it is interesting that the last couple years we always say it’s 

been a banner year and probably won’t happen again, but then it does.  We are fortunate to have these 

new businesses and growth coming in.  He credits the staff with keeping up with it. 

 



 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

Council Member Busby asked if they are planning to advertise the Permit Technician position national 

or a local search.  Director Christensen said it will be advertised in the local paper and in the state data 

base.  

 

Council Member Busby asked what he will do in the meantime.  Community Development Director 

Christensen said he wants to get someone hired within the next two weeks. 

 

Mayor Merrill asked for a motion to authorize replacing the Permit Technician. 

 

Council Member Wolfe moved to approve the advertising and hiring of a new Permit Technician in 

the Community Development Department to replace Darrik Farmer; Council President Smith seconded 

the motion; Mayor Merrill asked for a vote: 

 

  Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

  Council Member Smith  None 

  Council Member Benfield 

  Council Member Flora 

  Council Member Mann 

  Council Member Busby 

  Council Member Wolfe 

 

The motion carried 

 

Council Member Mann asked what Darrik Farmer was hired for. Community 

Development Director Christensen said he was hired as a Rexburg Police Officer.  One of 

the three officers that they recently hired didn’t stay.  

 

Council Member Busby said he hopes whoever they hire has the same demeanor as Darrik 

Farmer because he was a great face for the city. 

 

E. Police Department - Chief Shane Turman: 

 

Chief Turman clarified of the three new officers, one had to pull out due to family issues, 

so Darrik had tested with the Police Department when they had tested that group and he 

was the next candidate on the list so they offered the job to him.  The new police officer, 

Daniel Allen just left for post academy.  Officer Jenkins is on the street going full time.  

Investigation Lieutenant, Ron Ball graduated December 15th, from the FBI National 

Academy in Virginia.  It was ten weeks of leadership training; the best law enforcement 

training in the world.   

 

F. Customer Services – Blair Kay: 

 

City Clerk, Blair Kay needed to get the new resolution with the Idaho Transportation 

Department signed by the Mayor.  He presented the resolution to Mayor Merrill for a 

signature.  

 

Council Member Busby and Council President Smith commended City Clerk Kay for the 

great retirement party his department threw for Mayor Woodland today. 

 

G. Economic Development – Scott Johnson: 

 

Economic Development Director, Scott Johnson reported on the RPO meeting.  He 

explained to City Council when construction begins on the new Thornton interchange it will 

force more traffic down to 6800 which is down by the Lorenzo Bridge.  This is already a 

dangerous area where a death recently occurred.  The County asked if that exit could be 
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closed as well.  That would force more traffic to the South Rexburg interchange. He wants 

City Council’s help to see that no one else dies at these interchanges during the construction. 

Walmart is having their grand opening on January 27th City Council is invited.  It will be at 

7:30 a.m.  The Walmart bus is paid for by them and is free to citizens and students.  It goes 

from campus to the new Walmart.  He thanked City Council for supporting the hiring of 

Jackie Rawlins.  He mentioned the project based S.T.E.M. Center will be going in upstairs at 

City Hall and that the S.T.E.M. Center at the Museum will be more of a casual learning. 

 

H. TCS Department – Kelvin Giles: 

 

TCS Director Giles reported his department is there to support all the other departments 

with technology needs.  He compiled some data.  He showed a graph that shows what they 

primarily do and how much time is spent on the different areas.  He also showed the current 

projects they are working on and their goals for the new year. 

 

       
 

             
 

                      
 

 

Mayor Merrill said that’s a lot of work.  He thanked him for his work. 

 

Mayor Merrill reported the Parks Department has been working on the canal on 4th West.   



 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

Calendared Bills and Tabled Items:  

A. LAND USE ACTION – BILLS RECOMMENDED/APPROVED IN A LAND USE 

PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURE:  – NONE 

B. BILL Introduction: – NONE 

C. First Reading: - NONE 

D. Second Reading:  Those items which have been first read: - NONE 

E. Third Reading: Those items which have been second read: - NONE 
 

Mayor’s Business: It’s been a busy couple of weeks.  He visited with Mayor Ogden of 

Sugar City.  He met with Superintendent Thomas.  He will be meeting with President Gilbert 

soon.  Tomorrow he will be meeting with Intermountain Gas Company.  He is looking 

forward to working with the City Council Members. 

 

Mayor Merrill asked Eric Conrad if he has anything to discuss.  Mr. Conrad said President 

Gilbert has asked him to come before City Council a few times a year to report on the 

number of students enrolling at the university in February (Winter Semester), May (Spring 

Semester) and October (Fall Semester). 

 
Adjourned at 8:11 P.M. 

APPROVED: 
 
 
____________________________ 

       Jerry Merrill, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Mary Flanary, Deputy City Clerk 


