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 September 02, 2015 
 
 
 
 
Mayor Richard Woodland 
Council Members:     
President Sally Smith Jordan Busby 
Donna Benfield Jerry Merrill  
Christopher Mann Brad Wolfe      City Staff: 
 Stephen Zollinger – City Attorney  
 Matt Nielson – Finance Officer 
 Blair D. Kay – City Clerk 
  John Millar – Public Works Director 
 Val Christensen – Community Development Director 
 Scott Johnson – Economic Development Director    
 

 

 

5:30 P.M. Budget Asset Allocation Discussion (Continued) 

Attending: Council President Smith, Council Member Benfield, Council Member Wolfe, Council 

Member Mann, Council Member Busby, Council Member Merrill and Mayor Woodland. 

 

Economic Development Director Scott Johnson updated the City Council on a possible grant 

from the Department of Labor for educating the youth for specialized craft training. There are 

industries in the area that need specialized employees for craft training. 

 

Cultural Development Administrator Daniel Torres from the Economic Department continued 

his discussion on the proposal to have a Historical Buildings Committee. The Rexburg Historical 

Buildings Committee & Rexburg Arts Council proposal was reviewed on the overhead screen. 

He proposed to replace the Romance Theatre Committee and the Tabernacle Committee with the 

Historical Buildings Committee for the management and restoration and upkeep of the Tabernacle 

and Romance Theatre. The new Historical Buildings Committee would consist primarily of City 

Staff with two or three community members. The committee would meet quarterly.  

 

 
 

Council President Smith said there is already a master plan for the renovations. 

35 North 1st East 

 Rexburg, ID 83440 

Phone: 208.359.3020 x2313 

Fax: 208.359.3022 

blairk@rexburg.org   

www.rexburg.org 

     City Council Meeting 
September 02, 2015  



 

2 

 

Cultural Development Administrator Daniel Torres reviewed the following overhead slides. He 

reviewed the needed renovations including heating and air conditioning. There was some discussion 

on getting the expertise locally or out of the area. Mr. Torres indicated a consultant may not be 

needed; however, whatever expertise is obtained needs to provide a path forward. We just need a 

plan so we are not spending good money after bad. CDA Torres said a bid is needed to see if the 

renovations are affordable. 

 

CDA Torres reviewed the proposal to re-establish the Arts Council. He is seeking names of a cross 

section (Arts, Paint and Theatre, etc.) of interested people to be considered for the Rexburg Arts 

Council.  Economic Director Johnson indicated the need for an over-all plan for the buildings to 

direct the use of the building including the furnishings therein.  

 

CDA Torres indicated the Rexburg Arts Council should have a part in requesting the members of the 
committee. He indicated some minor changes to the by-laws for the Arts Council. He referred to 
ARTICLE III: AUTHORITY VII. Grants and other financial or material donations, acquisitions, etc. must be brought 
before the Arts Council and reviewed and approved by the Mayor and the Finance Director of the City of Rexburg. 
Where the City Council needs to approve financial obligations for the City. 
 

Council Member Mann said the City has budgeted more money in recent years to support the 

Arts. Discussion on the white elephant issues. The venues need to support the activities to cover 

operational cost and some maintenance costs. 

 

Economic Director Johnson said the Staff needs to have direction from City Council on how the 

buildings will be used which will directly impact the costs for the Arts including the supply of 

equipment, etc. The Staff is supportive of the Arts and they want to have a role in supporting the 

Arts in the community. 

 

Discussion on establishing a new group to start fresh with the Arts Council. The historical 

knowledge of past members is important to train new members. 

 

Council Member Wolfe would like to pursue the renovation projects to help with the revitalization 

of the downtown area. City Staff is currently working on some costs for the renovation projects for 

the City venues. There are upcoming projects that may be a starting point to help with the City’s 

proposed renovations for the Arts.  

 

Council Member Mann said the City did make some commitments for recreation that was funded 

by Impact Fees. (Now there is an effort to make some commitments to the Arts) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CDA Torres reviewed the proposal to provide a suggested budget of $5,000 for the Romance 

Theatre and $2,000 for the Tabernacle.  
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Roger Harris said a play takes three weeks to prepare and a musical takes six weeks to prepare. 

Once a schedule is set the stage has to be left alone. He said the plays have not made money yet; 

however, the plays are not advertised enough for the public and the preparation time is too short. 

 

Discussion on having the equipment in place for the performances. 

 

Council President Smith said the Historical Building Committee should be started now to help 

with the needed building facilites for performances like plays, etc. 

 

 

 

 
 

Cultural Development Administrator Daniel Torres reviewed the proposed Rexburg Arts 

Council Bylaws as amended. 

. 
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REXBURG ARTS COUNCIL BYLAWS 
 
 

ARTICLE I: NAME 
 

The City of Rexburg ARTS COUNCIL hereinafter referred to as the “Rexburg Arts Council”. 
 
ARTICLE II: MISSION STATEMENT 

The mission of the Rexburg Arts Council is to enrich the cultural lives of all people in the City of Rexburg 
by nurturing and supporting the arts; promoting, presenting and encouraging educational activities; and 
increasing the communities' awareness and appreciation for the arts. 

The Rexburg Arts Council committed to supporting the Arts in Rexburg through education, and charitable 
donations to programs and events, which promote the Arts. 

ARTICLE III: AUTHORITY 
 

I. The Arts Council shall have no authority or power to bind, encumber, promise on behalf of, hire or fire 
employees of, or obligate the City or its venues, or any subset thereof, by any means at any time. 
 
II. The Arts Council Committee is a recommending body to the City Council and its representatives of the 
City of Rexburg. It has authority only to recommend and act on approved projects as specifically defined in 
this subsection.  
 
For the City of Rexburg, the Arts Council Committee serves in an advisory capacity, and will communicate 
its recommendations to the City Council and Staff Liaison, who will present such recommendations to the 
Rexburg City Council for implementation, modification or rejection. 
 
III. The Arts Council Committee may appoint sub-committees for the purpose of research on various Arts 
initiatives, the results of which will be communicated back to the Arts Council Committee for action, as it 
deems necessary. 
 
IV. Items, which the Arts Council Committee may take action on, are as follows: 
  

1- Schedule events through the Cultural Director  
 

2- Calendaring Arts Council Events, through the Cultural Director 
 
V. Items, which the Arts Council Committee will refer to the Mayor, the Rexburg City Council and the 
Cultural Director for approval, scheduling, modification or rejection, are as follows: 

 
1- Arts Council Policy (i.e. Bylaws, etc.) 

 
2- Scheduling city venues (Tabernacle, Romance Theatre, etc.) 

 
VI. The Rexburg Arts Council is sponsored by the City of Rexburg and is governed by its policies, rules of 
conduct. 
 
VII. Grants and other financial or material donations, acquisitions, etc. must be brought before the Arts 
Council and reviewed and approved by the Mayor and the Finance Director of the City of Rexburg. 
 
ARTICLE IV: COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
I. The Arts Council Committee shall consist of 12 members, one-member minimum from each committee 
representing the Arts in the City of Rexburg, all of whom are voting members.  The Cultural Director is also 
a voting member. The Mayor appoints members to the Arts Council Committee, which are then approved 
by the City Council.  
 
II. The Arts Council Committee shall also include a liaison from the Rexburg City Council.  
 
III. Committee members are required to attend a majority of meetings. Any member having more than three 
unexcused absences per year may be excused from serving on the Arts Council Committee. 
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IV. Committee members should be community-minded individuals who are involved with the community 
and are concerned with the Arts of the community.  Committee members reside in the City of Rexburg, and 
the surrounding communities. 
 
V. Committee members are appointed to serve a two-year term, and are eligible for re-appointment by the 
Mayor of the City of Rexburg. 
 
ARTICLE V: OFFICERS 

 
I. A Chairman shall be elected from the current committee membership by the Arts Council Committee, 
and will serve a minimum of one year and no more than two consecutive years as chairman. When a new 
chairman is elected, a new vice-chairman will also be elected from committee membership. 
 
II. A Vice-Chairman shall be elected from the current committee membership, and will chair the committee 
in the absence of the Chairman.  In the event of resignation or incapacity of the Chairman, the Vice-
Chairman will serve as Chairman until the election of a new Chairman.  This process will occur within a 
reasonable period of time, preferably at the next Arts Council committee meeting when a quorum of 
members is available. 
 
III. The Arts Council will choose a Secretary to the Arts Council Committee. 
 
ARTICLE VI: DUTIES OF THE OFFICERS 

 
I. The Chairman shall have supervision over the activities of the Committee within the scope provided by 
these bylaws. The Chairman shall preside at all meetings. The Chairman shall prepare an agenda for each 
meeting. The agenda will be e-mailed to members of the committee prior to the appointed meeting. The 
agenda items must be submitted three days prior to publishing the agenda.  
 
II. The Vice-Chairman shall assume the duties of the Chairman in the event of incapacity or resignation of 
the chairman. 
 
III. The Secretary shall keep minutes of committee meetings, and maintain a list of members and their 
attendance.  The Secretary will also see that all committee members receive a copy of the prior meeting’s 
minutes, so that they may be approved at regular meetings of the Arts Council Committee. A copy of the 
approved minutes must be sent to the Rexburg City Clerk for a permanent record. 

 
ARTICLE VII: TERM OF OFFICE 

The committee member’s term of office shall start on January 1st for each term. The Mayor of the City of 
Rexburg will determine committee membership on a yearly basis.  

ARTICLE VIII: SCHEDULE AND QUORUM FOR MEETINGS 
 

I. Meetings of the Arts Council Committee will be held regularly on the second Thursday of each month at 
6:00 p.m. at City Hall, unless otherwise notified in advance. 
 
II. Special Meetings of the Arts Council Committee may be called anytime at the request of the Mayor or 
the Arts Council Chairman, or the Cultural Director of the City of Rexburg. 
 
III. A quorum of the Arts Council Committee shall consist of one half of the regular committee members, 
plus one (1).  A quorum is necessary for approval of the minutes, changing of the bylaws, approval of 
recommendations within the authority of the Arts Council Committee, and/or Committee 
recommendations to be made to the Rexburg City Council. 
 
ARTICLE IX: PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY 

 
The rules contained in Rexburg City Council Manual (Robert’s Rule of Order) shall govern the proceedings 
of the Arts Council Committee Meetings, except in such cases as are governed by the bylaws. 
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ARTICLE X: Use of Assets Upon Dissolution 
 
Upon the dissolution of the Rexburg Arts Council, any assets held by the Arts Council will be used 
exclusively for exempt purposes, and any money held will be returned to the City of Rexburg. 
 
The Arts Council Committee Bylaws are approved by the Rexburg City Council.  Further modification to 
the Bylaws are recommended by the Arts Council Committee and approved by the Rexburg City Council.  
Committee Bylaws will be reviewed on a regular basis and changes made as necessary. 
 
Revised September 2, 2015.   
         (date) 

 

Cultural Development Administrator Daniel Torres reviewed the proposed Rexburg Arts 

Council reorganization. 

Rexburg Arts Council 
 
Reorganize, with the Continuation of the Status Quo 
 

The Rexburg Arts Council continues as an Advisory Recommendation Board to the City as stated in 
its charter. The Rexburg Arts Council will be appointed by the Mayor to represent a balanced cross 
section of the arts community in Rexburg.  
 
In order to define the scope of the Rexburg Arts Council, the Arts are defined as: 
 

1. Art (painting) 
2. Theater 
3. Dance 
4. Music 

 
The Arts Council, as stated in its By-Laws, will serve in an “advisory capacity and will communicate 
its recommendations to the City Council and Staff Liaison.” The Arts Council must elect its own 
officers. As stated in the By-Laws, these officers will run the meetings, keep minutes, etc.; the board 
members must attend meetings. It is expected that the Arts Council be responsible for providing 
support for any events or productions that it seeks to undertake. 
 
Grants and other financial or material donations, acquisitions, etc. should be brought before the 
Arts Council and reviewed and approved by the City Council and the City of Rexburg’s designated 
Grant Writer. 
 
The responsibilities of the Arts Council, as stated in its By-Laws, are limited to the identification, 
production, and sponsorship of events. The Arts Council is expected to schedule in a timely manner 
any events with the Cultural Director who is also the Staff Liaison to the Arts Council. 
 
Subsidy Option 

 
All events, including “arts council sponsored events” are charged for the services provided (i.e. 
Rents, sound and lights, cleaning, etc.), which is covered through a transfer from the general fund. 

• The City of Rexburg should provide a budgeted amount to be transferred from the General 
Fund to cover expenses related to events by the Arts Council  

• This will give the Arts Council a budgeted “target” to plan its events 

• The budgeted City Subsidy will be approved annually by the City Council 

• Suggested budget would be: $5,000 for the Romance Theater and $2,000 for the Tabernacle  
 
The subsidy would be applied to events held at the City’s venues or public spaces. This account will 
provide for the rental, use, staff fees, and any other associated expense. 
 
Any subsidy would be approved annually by the City Council.  
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Other Arts Programs 
 
The City of Rexburg will continue to sponsor and maintain the Rexburg Tabernacle Orchestra, the Teton 
Flood Museum, and any “arts” type programs that are currently run through the Recreation Department. 
The “Cultural Director” will continue to manage the Romance Theater and Rexburg Tabernacle. The 
position would retain the ability to hire, sponsor or support events and groups to encourage the “arts”. The 
position would also be responsible for the maintenance of the venues plus the generation of revenue to 
cover the costs for the City. 

 

Cultural Development Administrator Daniel Torres reviewed the proposed Romance Theatre 

and Tabernacle Committee (City of Rexburg Historical Buildings Committee) reorganization. 

 
Romance and Tabernacle Committee (City of Rexburg Historical Buildings Committee) 
 
Members:  City Council Liaison, Legal Department, Public Works Director, Engineering 

Director, Community Development Director, Finance Department, Cultural 
Director, and a few community members. 

   
Meetings:  Quarterly 
 
Responsibilities: Evaluate the condition of the buildings to make sure that their use and condition is 

consistent with: safety, preservation (with their status as Historical Buildings), and 
that their use is in keeping with the needs of the public. 

 
The committee will determine if their upkeep is consistent with the intended use of 
these buildings, and create a Master Plan for their restoration. 
 

Volunteers: Assist in the operations of these buildings consistent with the Master Plan. Their 
responsibilities would include identifying building defects, helping with basic 
maintenance/upkeep, and volunteering with restoration projects. 

 
Master Plan: The areas identified to be renovated are divided into the following phases:  
 

1. Renovate lobby, add ADA bathroom, and move bathrooms downstairs 
 2. Paint/restore Auditorium  
  a. Paint 
  b. Plaster work 
  c. Seating 
 3. HV/AC ß 

4. Changing rooms under the stairs 
 5. Stage/Lighting/Sound    
 
Discussion: After some reflective discussion, the City Council recommended two motions to move 
the proposal forward to create a new Historical Buildings Committee as presented by Cultural 
Development Administrator Daniel Torres. The City Council requested to be involved in the 
selection of the Arts Council members and they anticipate the appointment process will be 
completed by the end of 2015 with a fully formed Arts Council by January 01, 2016.  
 
Staff recommended delaying the hiring of the Cultural/Museum Curator until a later date. There will 
be discussions with the Historical Society and with Staff to refresh the museum exhibits and staff 
the museum with volunteer help or minimum wage workers. The museum hours will be adjusted to 
accommodate the part time volunteer staff. Currently, events conducted by the existing committee 
members will be transitioned to the new committee over time.  
 
Council Member Wolfe moved to dissolve the Tabernacle Committee and the Romance Theatre 
Committee; and create the Rexburg Historical Buildings Committee as presented; Council Member 
Smith seconded the motion; Discussion: Mayor Woodland asked for a vote: 
 

Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

Council President Smith  None 

Council Member Benfield 

Council Member Mann 
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 Council Member Wolfe 

 Council Member Merrill 

 Council Member Busby 

 

The motion carried 

 
The City Council asked to have the City send out a letter of heartfelt thanks to the current members 
of the Tabernacle Committee and the Romance Theatre Committee for their service on behalf of 
the City. 
 
Council Member Merrill moved to dissolve the current Arts Council as presently constituted and 
create a new Arts Council and adopt the amended by-laws for the Arts Council as presented; 
Council Member Benfield seconded the motion; Discussion: Mayor Woodland asked for a vote: 
 

Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

Council President Smith  None 

Council Member Benfield 

Council Member Mann 

 Council Member Wolfe 

 Council Member Merrill 

 Council Member Busby 

 

The motion carried 

 
The City Council asked to have the City send out a letter of heartfelt thanks to the current members 
of the Arts Council for their service on the Arts Council. 

 
7:00 P.M. City Hall – Pledge to the Flag 

Police Officer Hagen led the pledge. 

 Roger Harris said the prayer. 

 

 Roll Call of Council Members:  

Attending: Council President Smith, Council Member Benfield, Council Member Wolfe, Council 

Member Mann, Council Member Busby, Council Member Merrill and Mayor Woodland. 

 

Public Comment on non-controversial issues: not scheduled on the agenda (limit 3 minutes):  

 

Presentations:  

  

Committee Liaison Assignments for 2015:  

A.  Council Member Christopher Mann: Golf Board · Emergency Services Board · MYAB 

 

Council Member Mann reported the Golf Board met last night to discuss the conditions of the 

golf courses and rate changes for next year. The Golf Board will bring a proposal to City Council for 

the rates changes in November. Emergency Services Board has not met; however, he met with Fire 

Chief Child. Chief Child informed him that he met with the architect to discuss the main section of 

the Fire Station. It will be completed in September.  Council Member Mann said he recently toured 

the Fire Station and said it was a bit dusty; however, the work being done looks great.  

 

Council Member Mann reported the Mayor’s Youth Advisor Board met today. Emily Galbraith 

will be the MYAB Chairman this year. He thanked Mary Flanary for all she does to oversee the 

Mayor’s Youth.  There are about 50 Mayor’s Youth members this year and about 20 of them are 

male members, which is a change from years past. Council Member Busby asked how many of the 

Mayor’s Youth were returning members. Council Member Mann indicated there are 14 returning 

members. He said one of the problems he sees with the non-returning members, is they start out 

when they are freshman in high school, but by the time they are seniors in high school they become 

busier and can’t commit to serve on the board.  
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Council President Smith asked about the location of the Fire Department’s Wildland Trailer. The 

trailer is used as a medical supply trailer where needed.  Council Member Mann said the trailer has 

been stationed in Northern Idaho for over a month. 

 

B. Council Member Jordan Busby:  GIS Oversight · Airport Board · Traffic & Safety 
 
Council Member Busby reported GIS has not met. The Airport Board has not met; however they 
will meet on September 16th to discuss extending the runway and other items. Traffic and Safety will 
meet on September 9th. 
 
Council Member Busby said he has a request from the Madison School District. They have 
requested to be able to paint “Bob Cat” paw prints on the pavement starting on University 
Boulevard by Rexburg Motor Sports going west to the Madison High School; it is about 200 yards. 
They would like to paint the paw prints before the high schools homecoming parade. The purpose 
of painting the paw prints is to promote school spirit.  
 
Council Member Busby said there was an accident today on 12th West and University Blvd. 
intersection. It is the second accident since school started at this location. This was a more serious 
accident where the vehicle’s airbags were deployed. There was a street sign hit in the first accident.  
 
Council Member Busby stated as the high school grows so does the number of student drivers. 
He is concerned with this intersection and asked Public Works Director Millar to look into making 
this intersection safer. Council Member Busby said the homecoming parade will be going down 
Main Street. Council Member Merrill shared an example of a high school that asked their students to 
car pool to cut down on the traffic. 
 
C. Council Member Donna Benfield: Police · Trails of Madison County · IBC · Teton Flood Museum 

Committee  
 
Council Member Benfield reported her committees have not met; however she did want to 
express her appreciation and gratitude for the Rexburg Police Department. She said the City’s Police 
Force helps our community feel safe. She expressed sadness for other communities she has seen on 
the news that do not have as great of Police Force as Rexburg’s. Council Member Benfield stated 
the Rexburg Police Department should be commended for their hard work.  Mayor Woodland 
agreed, indicating the Rexburg Police Department participates in great training programs sponsored 
by the FBI. He indicated that they recently participated in an on campus “active shooter” training 
scenario.   
 

 D.  Council Member Smith: Legacy Flight Museum · Rexburg Arts Council (Romance Theatre & Tabernacle 
Civic Center, Orchestra) · M.E.P.I. 
 
Council President Smith reported her committees have not met.  
 
E.  Council Member Jerry Merrill: School Board · Parks & Recreation · Urban Renewal Agency 
 
Council Member Merrill reported he visited with the Madison School District Superintendent, 
Geoffrey Thomas, who stated they have 100 new students in the district this school year. He said 
Mr. Thomas indicated the final touches are being done to the legal agreement for a property transfer 
between the City and the Madison School District for proposed playing fields at Madison Junior 
High. There were a few glitches that have been worked out.   
 
Council Member Merrill reported Parks & Recreation are doing great. The fence along Pioneer 
Road and Evergreen Park has been installed. The City Recreation Programs are running smoothly.  
 
Council Member Merrill also reported the Urban Renewal Agency met last week. There is an open 
meeting scheduled tomorrow at 11 o’clock regarding the Rexburg North Interchange. He indicated 
he met with Ken and Doug Sakota to clarify miscommunication about their property being included 
in the Urban Renewal District. The miscommunications were clarified this morning in a meeting 
with Ken and Doug Sakota, City Engineer Davidson and City Attorney Zollinger. The agreement 
was signed by the Sakota brothers and will be before City Council in the near future.   
 
Council Member Busby asked City Attorney Zollinger about the changes to the property transfer 
contract between the City and the Madison School District. City Attorney Zollinger stated he has 
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visited with the Madison School District’s Attorney noting there were no significant changes seen in 
the contract on either side.  
 
F.  Council Member Brad Wolfe: Planning & Zoning · Beautification Committee 
 
Council Member Wolfe reported the Planning & Zoning meeting was canceled.  
The commission will meet tomorrow.  He indicated the Planning & Zoning Task Force Committee 
met to review the Development Code. They are looking to remove unnecessary regulatory codes.  
He said Community Development Director Christensen and the Task Force Committee has been 
working hard and they are one third of the way through the review process.   
 
Council Member Merrill said he was at the Cresthaven Subdivision visiting with a resident. The 
resident had stated they were pleased with the work done to repair the sidewalk, curb and gutter. 
Mayor Woodland indicated he is a resident of the Cresthaven Subdivision and is also pleased with 
the repairs.  
 
Public Hearings: - None 

 

Items for Consideration: - None 

 
Staff Reports:  
A. Public Works: – Public Works Director Millar reported the 2nd North project is almost 

complete. He said the residents are pleased with the work that was done. City resident Roger 

Harris said he is concerned with people speeding on 2nd North. Council Member Mann asked 

Public Works Director Millar to coordinate with the Police Department to put a speed trailer on 

2nd North so people will be aware of how fast they are going. Council Member Busby asked if 

striping has been done on 2nd North. The striping has been done on the new seal coat. 

 

Public Works Director Millar reported the sidewalk along West Main by the Municipal Golf 

Course is under construction. Council Member Busby recommended the sidewalk be inspected 

by a City engineer to make sure it has been compacted correctly to avoid crumbling. Public 

Works Director Millar stated there is a City inspector on site to make sure the work is done 

correctly. He also stated the sidewalk will be going in under the South Interchange. They are 

working on a system to get sidewalk in from the Madison High School to the new McDonalds 

on University Boulevard. Mayor Woodland asked if Rexburg Motor Sports has a sidewalk going 

along their property. There is sidewalk along Rexburg Motor Sports property. Mayor Woodland 

stated the Madison High School will need to add sidewalk as well.  
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Council Member Busby asked if there is an LID on the Bowen Petroleum property. Public 

Works Director indicated there is not an LID on the Bowen Petroleum or the Double H Gas 

properties because they have not been annexed by the City. Mayor Woodland indicated the City 

should look into annexing them.  Public Works Director Millar said the two properties meet the 

criteria to be annexed.   

 

Public Works Director Millar said the Airport project is near its completion; he said they 

repaved the apron yesterday. The widening of the shoulders is complete. The work should only 

take another week to complete.  

 

Public Works Director Millar asked if the property transfer agreement with the Madison 

School District included the property for the water well. Council Member Merrill indicated it is 

anticipated the property for the water tank and well is included in the agreement. 

 

Council Member Busby asked Public Works Director Millar if it is possible once the water 

well structure is constructed to have a Madison Bobcat banner on it, similar to the one Idaho 

State University has in Pocatello. Public Works Director Millar said he did not foresee any 

problems using the water tank structure to hold the banner.  

   

B. Finance Department: – Finance Officer Nielsen asked to be excused; however, he provided 

the following financial reports: 
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C. . Community Development – Val Christensen 

1. August Building Report 

 
Compliance Officer Natalie Powell reviewed the August Building Permit Report. 
 

Compliance Officer Powell indicated the total valuation for the month of August came in at 

$2,506,607.22. The total fees collected for the month of August was just under $56,000.00. 

 

Compliance Officer Powell reported the Building Department has received the plans for the new 

Homestead Assisted Living building. The plans are currently under review. She said Paddington 

Court is an apartment complex on Mariah and Trejo Street; they are under construction. They had 

poured the foundations about eight years ago and abandoned the project; however they are now 

ready to move forward. Brighton Townhomes located on 6th South is working on finishing their last 

two buildings. The townhomes will consist of two bedrooms per townhome and two beds per 

bedroom for single students.                                                                             
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Council Member Busby asked if the property on 2nd East is still being used as parking lot by 

Windsor Manor. Compliance Officer Powell stated the property was being used as a temporary 

parking lot by Windsor Manor Apartments until they completed their parking lot. She said parking 

will no longer be allowed on the 2nd East property.   

 

Council Member Merrill said he is concerned with a couple of businesses not taking care of the 

overgrown weeds on or near their property. Compliance Officer Powell indicated she has been in 

contact with the property owners with this problem. Council Member Benfield said she also has 

concerns with unsightly and overgrown weeds around the houses and water tank on 2nd East. 

Compliance Officer Powell indicated the City’s Parks crew will be cleaning up the area around the 

water tank.   

 

 
 

Calendared Bills and Tabled Items:  

A. LAND USE ACTION – BILLS RECOMMENDED/APPROVED IN A LAND USE 

 PUBLIC HEARING PROCEDURE:  – NONE 

B. BILL Introduction: – NONE 

C. First Reading: Those items which are being introduced for first reading: - NONE 

D. Second Reading:  Those items which have been first read: - NONE 

 

E. Third Reading: Those items which have been second read: BILL 1137 Rezoning 228, 230, 232 

South 4th West; & 251, 265, 273 South 5th West 

 

Council Member Benfield moved to approve and consider BILL 1137 third read to rezone 

228, 230, 232 South 4th West; & 251, 265, 273 South 5th West from Light Industrial  (LI)and 

Medium Density Residential 2 (MDR2) to High Density Residential 1 (HDR1) as discussed with 

the following conditions; Council Member Merrill seconded the motion;  

 

Conditions: 

1. The existing green (Barrick) building on South 5th West on the subject property shall be 

beautified and resurfaced as stated tonight by the applicant.  

2.  Buildings shall be a maximum of 30 feet in height.  
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3.  An architectural design review meeting shall be held to address having a significant 

landscape buffer, especially along South 5th West.  

4.  A P&Z Commissioner who was present at this meeting tonight shall be a participant in 

this design review meeting to address this buffer. 

5. Provide uniform landscaping over the entire project (old and new); landscaping to be 

continued into the existing apartment complex. 

 

Mayor Woodland asked for a vote: 

 

Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

Council President Smith  Council Member Mann 

Council Member Benfield 

Council Member Wolfe 

Council Member Merrill 

Council Member Busby 

 

The motion carried 

 

Mayor’s Business: 

   

Consent Calendar:  The consent calendar includes items which require formal City Council  

Action; however they are typically routine or not of great controversy. Individual Council members 

may ask that any specific item be removed from the consent calendar for discussion in greater detail.  

Explanatory information is included in the City Council’s agenda packet regarding these items. 

 
A. Minutes from August 19, 2015 meeting 
B. Approve the City of Rexburg Bills 

 
Council President Smith questioned if the City is changing to a different internet provider. City 
Attorney Zollinger indicated TCS Director Giles purchased internet capacity from a second back-up 
vendor. She also questioned if the City had switched to a different janitorial supplier. City Attorney 
Zollinger stated Nevco sold out to Brady’s Industry.  
 
Council President Smith asked about the process used by the City to obtain right-of-way. 
City Attorney Zollinger indicated there are several options one would be to do a property transfer 
and another option would be to purchase the right-of-way. 
 
Council Member Busby moved to approve the Consent Calendar and pay the bills; Council 
Member Benfield seconded the motion; Mayor Woodland asked for a vote: 
 

Those voting aye   Those voting nay 

Council President Smith  None 

Council Member Benfield 

Council Member Mann 

 Council Member Wolfe 

 Council Member Merrill 

 Council Member Busby 

 

The motion carried 

 

Adjourned at 7:47 P.M.    APPROVED: 

 
 
____________________________ 

       Richard S. Woodland, Mayor 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Marianna Gonzalez, Deputy City Clerk 
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